
 

Introduction  

In order to place students at an appropriate level of the  SMART WORDS  program the following placement 

test must be used. It is important to work towards a maximum of four groups (levels) in each class. 

 

In the test, Level C is the lowest level tested for placement and Level Z is the highest. Each level has been 

arranged from higher (more difficult words) to lower lists (easier words) for convenience of testing. This also 

allows the students to leave the test feeling more positive and hopeful as they finish with the easiest words 

in the level.   

 

Level B is a separate test.   

 

Students scoring accuracy on Level T will work consecutively through the extension levels: U, V, W, X, Y and 

Z or sit the placement tests for each of these levels.   

 

Testing Process: 

1. We recommend that teachers start with the Schonell Spelling Age Test (available here: 

www.smartachievers.com.au/educators/smart-words-resources/schonell-testing) to gain an 

accurate spelling age for each student.  

2. Enter the students’ names and the number of words spelt correctly on the Automatic Analysis 

Spelling Age Sheet (See Schonell Spelling Age Test Instructions)   

 This will indicate the Smart Words level that each child has tested at.  

 As you can only have four groups in a class decide on how your class could best be 

divided. This may change as you work through the placement tests.   

3. Commencing with your lowest group start administering the placement test for the lowest level in 

that group.   

4. Mark and record the results into the Analysis Grid (see Analysis Grid Instructions) 
 

Testing should begin at a level that lowest level for a group in the Automatic Analysis Spelling Age Sheet. 

Test on appropriate level set of words. 
 

Placement Test Procedure: 

Start with your lowest group and move through to your strongest spellers. Once you decide on a starting 

point for your lowest group move onto your second group, then third group and lastly your top group. This 

allows you to move students up or down a level/group if they scored stronger in the Placement Test than 

they have in the Schonell Spelling Age Test. As you move through the tests you may start to combine 

students from groups into earlier or later Placement Tests. Throughout the testing you will need to always 

remember that you need to end up with only 4 groups. 

1. Print and distribute a Schonell Spelling Age Test Sheet for spelling responses 

2. Students complete name and date 

3. Teacher calls word, places it in a sentence for meaning, and repeats the word 

4. Students write the word 

 Those students who have 10 or more words correct in a level, should be tested on the next 

higher level, until the level of difficulty exceeds 3 or more words wrong for students in the group 

 Those with more than 7 errors at a given level should be tested at a lower level until a near full 

set is seen to be mastered. Hence, we suggest you work from the lowest group to the highest 

group 
 

Please note: one or two words incorrect at each level may be allowed. Three errors or more in a level 

indicates that this is the level the child needs to be working at. 

While one group is being tested the remainder of the class should be set work that is at a level that the 

students can complete without requiring the teacher’s assistance or discussion. e.g. a crossword, word 

find, PDF from an earlier level, writing. 
 

Recording Results: 

Enter the results into the supplied Placement Test Analysis Grids. Fill these in after each Placement Test. 

Organise the students from lowest to highest scores (see Analysis Grid Instructions) 
 

Placement Retesting: 

After the students have completed one level of the program, retest and reassign groups. Test the next level 

for the student. 

Many students progress very rapidly after starting the program as they learn the rules, sound groups and fill 

many of the gaps in their knowledge, and may be able to be placed at a higher level.   



 

Guide to Levels and Ages 
Approximate guidelines only 

Level Age 

Preparing Your 

Child for School 0-5 

AB 5-6 

CDE 6-7 

FGH 7-8 

IJK 8-9 

LMN 9-10 

OPQ 10-11 

RST 11-12 

UVW 12-13 

XYZ 13-14 

 


